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Current and Recent Appointments

Professor, Department of History, Colorado State University, 2000-present.

Director, Public and Environmental History Center, Colorado State University, 2016-present.

State Historian for the State of Colorado, 2022-2023

Education 

Postdoctoral Fellowship, University of California Humanities Research Center, 1999-2000.

Ph.D., History, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1999.

Major: American West and Environment.
Minor: Latin America.
Languages: Spanish.

M.A., History, Northwestern University, 1994.

A.B., History, University of California, Davis, 1992, highest honors.

Public History Scholarship

Death Valley National Park, oral history and historic preservation project, principal investigator, Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit Award, $25,060, 2024-2029.

Death Valley National Park, oral history and historic preservation project, principal investigator, Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit Award, $72,918.54, 2023-2024.

“Chatfield State Park Cultural Resource Stewardship Plan,” principal investigator and co-author, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 2024.

“Highline Lake State Park Cultural Resource Stewardship Plan,” principal investigator and co-author, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 2024.

“Telling O’odham Stories at Quitobaquito,” principal investigator for oral history project, 2021-2023, with Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument.

Ranching and Farming, Northeast Weld County (CO), volunteer consultant, oral history project, 2022-present, with Friends of Raymer.”

“Sweetwater Lake Cultural Resource Stewardship Plan,” principal investigator and co-author, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 2023.

“Rifle Complex State Parks Cultural Resource Stewardship Plan,” principal investigator and co-author, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 2023.

“Ridgway State Park Cultural Resource Stewardship Plan,” principal investigator and co-author, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 2022.

“John Martin Reservoir State Park Cultural Resource Stewardship Plan,” principal investigator and co-author, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 2022.

“Fishers Peak State Park Cultural Resource Stewardship Plan,” principal investigator and co-author, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 2021.

“‘Our’ Beloved Colorado: Race, Privilege, and Landscape in the State's History,” Colorado Sun, July 31, 2020, https://coloradosun.com/2020/07/30/our-beloved-colorado-race-privilege-landscape-history/. 

“Eldorado Canyon State Park Cultural Resource Stewardship Plan,” principal investigator and co-author, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 2020.

“Trump’s Border Wall Threatens an Arizona Oasis with a Long, Diverse History,” The Conversation, December 4, 2019, https://theconversation.com/trumps-border-wall-threatens-an-arizona-oasis-with-a-long-diverse-history-120730.  

“State Forest State Park Cultural Resource Stewardship Plan,” principal investigator and co-author, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 2019.

“Boyd Lake State Park Cultural Resource Stewardship Plan,” principal investigator and co-author, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 2018.

“Lory State Park Cultural Resource Stewardship Plan,” principal investigator and co-author, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 2018.

An Environmental and Administrative History of Quitobaquito Springs, Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument, 2017 (180 pages); principal investigator and sole author.

Historic Resources Study of Theodore Roosevelt National Park, 2017 (245 pages); co-principal 
investigator, co-author, co-editor (with Janet Ore), and project manager.

“A History of Higher Education in America: The Promise of Self Improvement,” essay for the CSU Online Plus blog, “Valued: Education Plus Your Life,” July 2, 2014 (http://blog.online.colostate.edu/blog/value-of-education/a-history-of-higher-education-in-america-the-promise-of-self-improvement/).

Jordan Cooper, Author, Jared Orsi, Principal Investigator and Editor, and Maren Bzdek, Project Manager, 2014, “Lory Student Center: A Mission for Democracy,” a report on the history of Colorado State University’s Lory Student Center completed for the Lory Student Center, 46 pp.



Books

Peoples of a Sonoran Desert Oasis: Recovering the Lost History and Culture of Quitobaquito
(University of Oklahoma Press, 2023).

Citizen Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike (Oxford University Press, 2014). Runner up for 
	Colorado Book Award.

Hazardous Metropolis: Flooding and Urban Ecology in Los Angeles (University of California 
Press, 2004).  Winner of Abel Wolman Award (Public Works Historical Society, 2005) and Donald H. Pflueger Award (Historical Society of Southern California, 2006).

Edited Volumes

The American West Program at Fifty: Celebrating A Half-Century of Innovation and Inclusion
in Art and History at Colorado State University, co-editor with Leisl Carr Childers and Derek Everett (Center for Literary Publishing, 2023).

Long Exposures: Repeat Photography and Parks as Portals to Learning, co-editor with 
Stephanie G’Schwind and Ariel Schnee (Center for Literary Publishing, 
2019).

National Parks beyond the Nation: Global Perspectives on America’s Best Idea, co-editor with
Adrian Howkins and Mark Fiege (University of Oklahoma Press, 2016).

Water History in the Urban North American West, a special issue of the Journal of the West 44 
	(Summer 2005). (Guest editor and author of introduction).

Articles and Chapters

“Exact Contemporaries: Zebulon Pike's Expeditions.” We Proceeded On 46:2 (2020), 30-37.

“Introduction,” co-authored with Mark Fiege and Adrian Howkins, in National Parks beyond the
 Nation, eds. Mark Fiege, Adrian Howkins, and Jared Orsi (Norman: University of 
Oklahoma Press, 2016), 3-13.

“Beyond the Best Idea: A Look at Mount Rainier, Antarctica, and the Sonoran Desert,” co-
	authored with Mark Fiege and Adrian Howkins, in National Parks beyond the Nation, 
	eds. Mark Fiege, Adrian Howkins, and Jared Orsi (Norman: University of Oklahoma 
	Press, 2016), 14-48.

“Construction and Contestation: Toward a Unifying Methodology for Borderlands History,” 
	History Compass 12 (May 2014): 433-43.

“An Empire and Ecology of Liberty: The Western Expedition of Zebulon Pike 1806-07,” in
 Zebulon Pike, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the West, eds. Matthew L. Harris
 and Jay H. Buckley (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2012), 139-60.

“Zebulon Pike and His ‘Frozen Lads’: Bodies, Nationalism, and the West in the
 Early Republic,” Western Historical Quarterly 42 (Spring 2011): 55-75.

“State Making and Unmaking (and Making It Back at All): Following Zebulon Pike across the
Plains in1806,” in The Grasslands of the United States: An Environmental History, ed.
James E. Sherow (Santa Barbara: ABC-Clio, 2007), 159-175.

“Reading with Pike: The Mystery of His Affection for James Wilkinson,” Wagon Tracks 21 (May
 2007): 17-20. 

“Reflections on Hurricanes and Other Unnatural Disasters,” Colorado Water (October 2005): 21-23.

“Flood Control Engineering in the Urban Ecosystem,” in Land of Sunshine: An Environmental 
	History of Metropolitan Los Angeles, ed. William Deverell and Greg Hise (University of 
	Pittsburgh Press, 2005), 135-51, 316-20.

“Introduction: Reclaiming the City: Water in the North American Urban West” Journal of the 
	West 44 (Summer 2005): 8-12.

“Invisible Rivers: The Struggle of Early American Explorers to Map Colorado’s Rivers,” in
	Citizens Guide to Colorado’s Water Heritage, ed. Karla A. Brown (Denver: Colorado 
	Foundation for Water Education, 2004), 9-13.

“Restoring the Common to the Goose: Citizen Activism and Protection of the California 	Coastline, 1969-1982,” Southern California Quarterly 78 (Fall 1996): 257-84.  
Reprinted in Gordon Morris Bakken and Brenda Farrington, Environmental Problems in 
America’s Garden of Eden (New York: Garland Press, 2000).

“From Horicon to Hamburgers and Back Again: Ecology, Ideology, and Wildfowl Management, 	1917-1935,” Environmental History Review 18 (Winter 1994): 19-40.


Book Reviews 

[bookmark: _Hlk31179501]Heading Out: A History of American Camping, by Terence Young, American Association of
 Geographers Review of Books, 7(1)/Winter 2019, 6-7.

On the Edge: Water, Immigration, and Politics in the Southwest, by Char Miller, Environmental 
	History 20 (July 2015).

The Colorado Doctrine: Water Rights, Corporations, and Distributive Justice on the American 
	Frontier, by David Schorr, Environmental History 18 (October 2013), 814-15.

Sight Unseen: How Frémont’s First Expedition Changed the American Landscape, by Andrew 
	Menard, Kansas History: A Journal of the Central Plains 36 (Winter 2013-2014), 277.

How Local Politics Shape Federal Policy: Business, Power, and the Environment in Twentieth-
	Century Los Angeles, by Sarah S. Elkind, California History 90 (2012).

Cities and Nature in the American West, ed. by Char Miller, Western Historical Quarterly 42
 (Autumn 2011): 405-06.

“To Spare no Pains”: Zebulon Montgomery Pike and His 1806-1807 Southwest Expedition, ed.
by Tim Blevins, et al., Colorado Springs Gazette (forthcoming, November 13, 2007).

A Whole Country in Commotion: The Louisiana Purchase and the American Southwest, ed. by 
	Patrick G. Williams, et al., New Mexico Historical Review 82 (spring 2007): 281-82.

The Journal of Patrick Gass, by Carol Lynn MacGregor, and Contested Empire: Peter Skene 
Ogden and the Snake River Expeditions, by John Reid Phillips, Nevada Historical Society 
Quarterly 49 (Spring 2006): 55-57.

Border Oasis: Water and the Political Ecology of the Colorado River Delta, 1940-1975, by Evan 
R. Ward, Environmental History 9 (April 2004).

Acting for Endangered Species: The Statutory Ark, by Shannon Petersen, Journal of American 
History 90 (June 2003): 315-16.

Río L.A.: Tales from the Los Angeles River, by Patt Morrison, Southern California 
Quarterly 85 (Spring 2003): 280-81.

The Bulldozer in the Countryside: Suburban Sprawl and the Rise of American
	Environmentalism, by Adam Rome, Journal of American History 89 (September 2002): 
	718.

Fluid Arguments: Five Centuries of Western Water Conflict, ed. by Char Miller, Western 
	Historical Quarterly 33 (Summer 2002): 217-18.

The Los Angeles River: Its Life, Death, and Possible Rebirth, by Blake Gumprecht, 
	Environmental History 5 (July 2000): 421-22.

Ecology of Fear: Los Angeles and the Imagination of Disaster, by Mike Davis, H-Net 	Reviews in the Humanities & Social Sciences, <http://www.h-net.msu.edu/~urban/>,		September 1998.

Energy and the Making of Modern California, by James C. Williams, Technology 	and Culture 
	38 (July 1997): 797-99.

The Heart of John Muir's World: Wisconsin, Family, and Wilderness Discovery, by Millie 
	Stanley, Wisconsin Magazine of History 79 (Autumn 1995): 60-62.

University Teaching
 
Colorado State University Courses

U.S. History Since 1876
Latin America
Latin America Since Independence
Historical Methods
United States, 1876- 1917
U.S. Environmental History
Mexico
Borderlands (U.S.-Mexico)
Colorado History 
Field Trip Course: Race and Recreation in America’s National Parks
Field Trip Course: On the Trail of Zebulon Pike
Senior Capstone Seminar on the history of North American exploration
Senior Capstone Seminar on the history of justice in the U.S.
Senior Capstone Seminar on the history of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument
Graduate Reading Seminar: United States to 1877
Graduate Research Seminar: United States
Freshman Seminar on the history of justice in the U.S.
Freshman Seminar on the history of historical trauma

Courses Taught at Other Universities

History of the L.A. River, distinguished visiting professor, Occidental College, 2009
Environmental History, distinguished visiting professor, Occidental College, 2008
Mexican Revolution, visiting lecturer, University of Wisconsin-Madison, fall 1996 
California History, visiting lecturer, California State University, Hayward, summer 1995

Teaching Assistantships

Environmental History (University of Wisconsin-Madison, spring 1996)
U.S. History, to 1865 (Northwestern University, fall 1993)
U.S. History, since 1865 (Northwestern University, spring 1994)
          
Research Grants and Fellowships


Death Valley National Park Oral History Project, National Park Service ($72,919)
Cultural Resource Chapter for Sweetwater State Park, Colorado Department of Natural Resources, 
State of Colorado, 2023 ($16,194).
Cultural Resource Chapter for Rifle Gap Complex of State Parks, Colorado Department of Natural 
Resources, State of Colorado, 2023 ($21,730).
National Park Service, Southwestern Border Resources Protection Program, “Telling O’odham Stories
 at Quitobaquito,” 2022-2023 ($49,804).
[bookmark: _Hlk125405772]“John Martin Reservoir State Park Cultural Resource Stewardship Chapter,” Colorado Department of 
Natural Resources, State of Colorado, 2022.
Ridgway State Park Cultural Resource Stewardship Chapter,” Colorado Department of Natural
 Resources, State of Colorado, 2022.
[bookmark: _Hlk125405715]“Fishers Peak State Park Cultural Resource Stewardship Chapter, Colorado Department of Natural 
Resources, State of Colorado, 2021 ($21,393.68).
Henry J. Luce Foundation, “Telling the Untold Stories of Public Lands: A Community-Engaged Public
 History Program,” 2019-2022 ($225,000), grant co-author and principal investigator
Programs of Research and Scholarly Excellence grant, Office of Vice President for Research, Colorado 
State University, 2016-2022 ($99,760), lead author of grant earned on behalf of Public Lands History Center.
"Eldorado Canyon State Park Cultural Resource Stewardship Chapter," Colorado Department of Natural
 Resources, State of Colorado, 2020 ($16,437).
“Administrative History/Environmental History of Quitobaquito, Organ Pipe Cactus National
Monument,” National Park Service and Organization of American History, 2013-2017.
Colorado State University Professional Development Grant, Fall 2011, 2013.
Colorado State University Professional Development Grant, Fall 2011.
Charles Redd Center for Western Studies, John Topham and Susan Redd Buttler Faculty Award, 2007.
Colorado State University Professional Development Grant, 2007.
Colorado State University, Academic Enrichment Program stipend, 2006.
Huntington Library, Los Angeles Corral of Westerners and Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Research
 Fellowship, Summer 2005.
Charles Redd Center for Western Studies, John Topham and Susan Redd Buttler Faculty Award, 2005.
Santa Fe Trail Association Scholarly Research Grant, 2005.
Colorado State University Professional Development Grant, 2005.
Charles Redd Center for Western Studies, Independent Research and Creative Work Award, 2003.
Colorado State University Instructional Development Grant, Spring 2003.
Colorado State University Professional Development Grant, Spring 2003.
Colorado Endowment for the Humanities, Research Grant, Fall 2002.
Historical Society of Southern California/Haynes Foundation, Research Grants, 1998 and 2001.
Colorado State University, Summer Research Stipend, 2001.
Kevin Starr Research Fellow, University of California Humanities Research Institute, 1999-2000. 
University of Wisconsin-Madison Department of History, Conference Travel Grant, 1998.
Society for the History of Technology, Conference Travel Grant, 1998.
California Institute of Technology Institute Archives, Research Grant, 1997.
University of Wisconsin-Madison Department of History, Dissertation Fellowship, 1995, 1997.
University of Wisconsin-Madison Department of History, Domestic Research Grant, 1996, 1997.
Huntington Library, Michael J. Connell Research Fellowship, 1996.
Northwestern University Graduate School, Graduate Study Fellowship, 1992-1994.

Honors and Prizes

State Historian of the State of Colorado, 2022-2023

Professor Laureate, College of Liberal Arts, Colorado State University, 2019-21.

Ann Gill Excellence in Teaching Award, College of Liberal Arts, Colorado State University,
2017.

Best Teacher Award, Colorado State University Alumni Association, 2012.

“Favorite Faculty of Staff Member,” Department of Residence Life, Colorado State University
(nominated), 2011.

Ray Allen Billington Distinguished Visiting Professor, Occidental College and the Huntington 
	Library, 2008-2009.

Donald H. Pflueger Award, Historical Society of Southern California, 2006.

“Favorite Faculty Member,” Residence Assistant Staff, Colorado State University (nominated),
	 2006.

Guest Coach (selected by players) for CSU women’s softball team, 2006.

Abel Wolman Award, Public Works Historical Society, 2005.

Outstanding Faculty Member designation, Colorado State University Greek Life, 2005.

Colorado State University Alumni Association Best Teacher Award (nominated), 2005.

Excellence in Teaching Award (tenure-track faculty category), College of Liberal Arts, 
Colorado State University, Fall 2003.

Richard Lillard Prize for the best graduate-student paper presented at the Southern California		 Environment and History conference, California State University, Northridge, 
September 20, 1997.

Doyce B. Nunis Award for the best article by a young scholar in the Southern California			 Quarterly during the previous year (co-winner), March 1997.

William Turrentine Jackson Scholarship, for academic excellence in history, University of 	California, Davis, Department of History, 1992.

Regents Scholarship, for academic excellence, University of California, Davis, 1988-1992.

Fulmor Scholarship, for academic excellence, University of California, Davis, 1988-1992.

Phi Beta Kappa, 1991.

Phi Alpha Theta, 1991.

Edward Frank Kraft Scholarship, University of California, Davis, 1989.

Public Talks and Research Presentations

“Peoples of a Sonoran Desert Oasis” online presentation to the Borderlands Literature and Film 
Circle, September 11, 2024. 

“Tales of Memory, Environment, and Justice in Two National Parks,” Mary of Magdala 
Ecumenical Catholic Church and 301 Faith Partners, August 29, 2024, presented with 
Ruth Alexander, Fort Collins, Colorado.

“Tales of Memory, Environment, and Justice in Two National Parks,” Java and Justice lecture
series, Center for Environmental Justice at Colorado State University, February 6, 2024, 
presented with Ruth Alexander and Ann Little, Fort Collins, Colorado.

“Colonial Legacies, Possibility for Democracy: Colorado's Public Lands, Fort Collins Rotary,
 July 19, Fort Collins Colorado.

“Native People and Non-Native Collaborators: Co-Creating Interpretation Opportunities on
Public Lands,” WEST Network, May 24, 2023, Lubrecht Experimental Forest Station, Montana.

“Colonial Legacies, Possibility for Democracy: Colorado's Public Lands, History Colorado, 
annual address of the state historian, May 17, 2023, Denver.

“Citizen Explorer: The Life of Zebulon Pike,” Pueblo Archeological and Historical Society, May
 4, 2023, Pueblo, Colorado.

“Telling the Untold Stories of Public Lands: How Historians Can Help ReDemocratize Our
 National Parks,” Phi Beta Kappa Delta of Colorado Induction, April 27, 2023, Fort 
Collins, Colorado.

"Recovering Lost Landscapes: History and Memory at a Border Oasis," CSU Alumni Night Out, 
CSU Alumni Association, Denver, May 25, 2022.

"Telling Un(der)-told Stories of Quitobaquito: O’odham Oral Histories of a Sonoran Oasis,” 
roundtable presentation at the International Sonoran Desert Alliance Symposium, 
International Sonoran Desert Alliance, Ajo Arizona, with Lorraine Marquez Eiler, Lauren 
Kingston, and Ariel Schnee, March 9, 2022,

[bookmark: _Hlk93588654]"Lifting the Hood: Denver's KKK Ledgers," roundtable panelist in State Historians Council
[bookmark: _Hlk93588727]Program Series, History Colorado, April 28, 2021, with Nicki Gonzalez, Tom Noel, 
Duane Vandenbusche, and William Wei.

"Past Forward: An Interdisciplinary Dialogue around How Historical Trauma Persists across 
Generations", International Conference: A Call to Action to Change Child Welfare, 
Kempe Center for Prevention of and Treatment of Child Abuse and Neglect,” October 5, 
2021, co presented with Rebecca Orsi-Hunt.

“Tumult and Transfer of Power: A State Historians Council Roundtable,” panelist in State 
Historians Council Program Series, History Colorado, January 19, 2021, with Nicki 
Gonzalez, Tom Noel, Duane Vandenbusche, and William Wei..

“Telling Un(der) Told Stories: Enhancing the Study of Public Lands Through Projects, 
Partnerships, and Programming,” Western Historical Association Annual Conference, 
roundtable panelist, October 16, 2020.

“Gathering and Remembering at Quitobaquito,” Trinational Sonoran Desert Symposium, 
International Sonoran Desert Alliance, Ajo, Arizona, March 12, 2020.

“Spare No Pains: Zebulon Pike’s Adventures in the Rocky Mountains,” Duane Smith Lecture 
	Series in Southwest Studies, Center of Southwest Studies, Fort Lewis College, Durango, 
	Colorado, February 26, 2019.

“Spare No Pains: Zebulon Pike’s Adventures in the Rocky Mountains,” Dynamic Colorado 
	Lecture Series, History Colorado, Denver, Colorado, February 18, 2019. (Presented 
	twice)

“Imagining the Next Generation of Preservationists: Bringing People Together Through Public 
	Lands,” Keynote Address, Saving Places Conference, Colorado Preservation, Inc., 
	Denver, Colorado, February 4, 2019.

“America the Beautiful, Pikes Peak, and the Many Loves of Katherine Lee Bates,” Great 
	Conversations lecture series, College of Liberal Arts, Colorado State University, 
	Timnath, Colorado, April 26, 2017.

“Students and Parks: A Mutually Beneficial Partnership,” National Park Service Mapping 
	Symposium: The Next 100 Years,” Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado,
 March 22, 2016.

“National Border, National Park: The History of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument,” 
co-author of poster with Caitlyn Carrillo, George Wright Society Conference, Denver, 
Colorado, March 12, 2013.

“Pacific Environments, Imperial Landscapes,” commentator on panel papers, Western History 
	Association annual conference, Oakland, California, October 16, 2011.
	
“Great Conversations,” invited lecture on Zebulon Pike in lecture series presented to College of 
	Liberal Arts donors, Colorado State University, January 24, 2008.

“On the Trail of Zebulon Pike,” public lecture, Phi Alpha Theta, Colorado State
University, April 4, 2007.

Panelist for discussion on the history of immigration policy in the United States, Colorado State
	University Police Department Diversity Workshop, November 2006.

“A New Peek at Pike: The Western Expedition and the Ecology of the Early Republic,” keynote
	address, Santa Fe Trail Association, Larned, KS, October 2006.

“Immigration: History and Human Rights,” panelist, Colorado State University Diversity
	Conference, October 3, 2006.

 “A New Peek at Pike’s Western Expedition,” invited lecture, Littleton (Colorado) Public
Library, September 2006.

 “State of Nature: Zebulon Pike and the Ecology of the Early Republic,” American Society for
Environmental History conference, St. Paul, March 30, 2006.

“A New Peek at Pike,” Colorado Historical Society, Denver, November 16, 2005.

“Hazardous Metropolis: Flooding and Urban Ecology in Los Angeles,” guest speaker for
“Scholarly Sustenance,” a lecture series for Huntington Library donors, San Marino, CA, 
July 11, 2005.  

“Roundtable: Environmental Histories of Los Angeles,” panel chair, American Society for 
	Environmental History conference, Houston, March 19, 2005.

“Environmental Research: What Can History Contribute?” Environmental Research 	Colloquium, Colorado State University, November 9, 2004

“Hazardous Metropolis,” Valley Pioneer Lecture Series, California State University, Northridge, 
	October 28, 2004.

“A New Peek at Pike: Exploring the Southern Borderlands of the Louisiana Purchase,” 
American West Program, Colorado State University, June 24, 2003.

“California Conundrums: New Frontiers for Environmental History,” panel organizer and
 moderator, American Society for Environmental History conference, Providence, March 
29, 2003.

“Refrigerators in the Riverbed and Other ‘Useful Contraptions’: Stories from the Los Angeles 
Urban Ecosystem,” Center of the American West, University of Colorado, Boulder, 
December 6, 2001.

“‘Necessary but Not Sufficient’: Floods, Politics, and Engineering in Los Angeles since 1969,”  
Western History Association conference, San Diego, California, October 5, 2001.

“Unnatural Natural Disasters: Flooding in the L.A. Urban Ecosystem,” Conversations in 
	Reclamation History Series, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Denver, June 14, 2001.

“In the Path of the Floods: Memory, Climate, and Ethnic Relations in Los Angeles, 1891-1914,” 
Organization of American Historians conference, Los Angeles, April 26, 2001.

“Necessary but Not Sufficient: Floods, Politics, and Engineering in Los Angeles since 1969,”
Historical Society of Southern California conference, Los Angeles, February 26, 2000.

“Politics, Environment, and Memory: New Directions in California History,” California Studies 
	Association conference, San Diego, February 11, 2000.

“A Place We Hardly Knew: The History of the Los Angeles River,” panelist, Re-Envisioning the 
	River Series, Occidental College, October 28, 1999.

“Hazardous Metropolis: Flood Control and Urban Ecology in Twentieth-Century Los Angeles,”  
	American Society for Environmental History conference, Tucson, April 16, 1999.

“Hazardous City: Flooding, Technology, and Urban Ecology in Twentieth-Century Los Angeles,” 
	International Congress for the History of Technology, Lisbon, Portugal, August 20, 1998.

“City of a Thousand Rivers: Environmental Perceptions, Ecology, Urbanization, and the 1914 
Los Angeles Flood,” Southern California Environment and History conference, 
California State University, Northridge, September 20, 1997.

“Cattle, Climate, and Collapse: The Rise and Fall of Southern California Ranching, 1848-1865,” 	Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical Association conference, San Francisco,
August 9, 1996.

“From Harvest to Habitat: Wetlands and Waterfowl Management in the Upper Midwest, 1917-	1935,” Society of Wetlands Scientists conference, Portland, OR, June 2, 1994.

Departmental and University Service

Director, Public and Environmental History Center (formerly Public Lands History Center), 
Colorado State University, 2016-present (member since 2011).
Member, Water Scholar Selection Committee, CSU Libraries, 2023-present.
Member, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee, History Department, 2021-2022.
Member, Search Committee, College of Liberal Arts, Willette Chair in Religious Studies, 2019-
2020.
Member, Non-Tenure Track Faculty Evaluation and Promotion Committee, 2019 - 2020.
Member, CSU Latin American and Caribbean Studies Board, 2000 -.
Member, CLA NTTF Committee, Committee Member, (September 2018 - May 2019).
Chair, Tenure and Promotion Committee, 2018-19
Member, Stern Award Committee, College of Liberal Arts, Colorado State University, Spring 
	2019
Chair, Public History Search Committee, 2017-2018
Chair, Undergraduate Studies Committee, 2014-2017
Chair, Graduate Studies Committee, 2011-2013.
Chair, Ad Hoc Committee on Graduate Funding and Professional Development
Chair, Environmental History Search Committee 2007-2008.
Chair, Ph.D. Committee, 2002-2004.
Chair, Undergraduate Awards Committee, 2006-2007.
Faculty Co-Advisor, Phi Alpha Theta, 2000-2007.  Meet with students, organize guest
 speakers and other events, supervise raising of more than $4000 annually to finance the
 History Department’s Norman F. Furniss lecture series.
Faculty Advisor, John XXIII University Parish Catholic Student Organization, 2003-2005.
Committee Membership: History Tenure and Promotion Committee, 2006-present.
			    Faculty Affiliate of CSU Public Lands History Center
    Graduate Outcomes Assessment Committee: 2011-13.
    University Faculty Council (elected): 2005-2008, 2009-10.
			    College of Liberal Arts Strategic Planning Learning Task Force, 2005.
History Department Executive Committee, 2003-04, 2005-06, 2009-10.
.   History Department Executive Committee, ex officio member 2011-13.
    Latin American and Caribbean Studies Board, 2000-present.
    Undergraduate Studies Committee, 2000-2002.

Additional Professional and Community Service

Member, Colorado Geographical Naming Board, appointed by the governor of Colorado, 
September 2024-present.

Participating Scholar, American Indian Academy of Denver and Colorado Department of Parks
and Wildlife workshop on diversity, equity, and inclusion in Colorado State Parks, April 24-25, 2023.

Member, Board of Directors, Poudre Heritage Alliance, 2022-present.

Member, State Historians Council, State of Colorado, 2018-present.

Chair, University Press of Colorado Board of Trustees 2018-19 (board member 2013-2020)

Member, Board of Editors, Western Historical Quarterly, 2018-present.

Series Co-editor, Public Lands History Series, University of Oklahoma Press, 2015-present.

Committee Member, Western History Association Michael P. Malone Article Prize Committee,
 January 2019 - Present.

Member, Colorado Encyclopedia Governing Board (September 2018 - Present).

President, Board of Directors, Theologian in Residence Program, 2010-2015 (vice president, 2009; 
member 2006-2015).

Section Editor (Environmental History) for Colorado On-Line Encyclopedia, 2011-2017.

Local Arrangements Committee, Western History Association 2009 and 2012 Conferences, 2009-
present.

Program Committee, Western History Association 2009 Conference, 2007-2009.

Guest Instructor, Bimson Humanities Seminar, “Frontiers and Borderlands: Historical and
 Geographic Literacy,” a seminar for K-16 educators, Colorado State University, June 2007.

Nominations Committee, Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical Association, 2007-2008.

Chair, University Ministry Advisory Council, Blessed John XXIII University Parish, 2004-2006 
	(member, 2003-2004).

Faculty Consultant, Colorado Digitization Program/Historic Newspapers Project, 2002-2004.  
	Advise project that is placing Colorado newspapers from 1859 to 1923 on-line. 

Strategic Planning Participant, Student Leadership and Civic Engagement Office, Colorado 
	State University, November 2004 and January 2005.

Guest Speaker, Congregations Building Community “Point of Entry” fundraisers, February and 
May 2005.  Presented economic and sociological data (compiled by a colleague) documenting effectiveness of community organizing in northern Colorado.

Lead Historian, Colonial History Strand, Project TEACH (Teaching Excellence in American and 
Colorado History), a professional development program for public educators in Northern Colorado, 2004.  Cooperated with two other professors and one high school mentor teacher to plan curriculum and reading, lead discussions, and present lectures for week-long summer program to help K-12 teachers enhance colonial history curriculum.

Search Committee, for Campus Minister, Blessed John XXIII University Parish, 2004.

Search Committee, Theologian in Residence Program, Blessed John XXIII University Parish, 
	2004.

Roundtable Participant, National Endowment for the Humanities site visit to review 
programming of Colorado Endowment for the Humanities, September 2003.

Instructor of Record, “The West of John Wesley Powell: A Summer Teaching Institute,” 
presented by Colorado Endowment for the Humanities and Colorado State University,
June 2003.  Prepared and graded written work and participated in discussions in a one-
week professional development program for K-12 teachers.

Guest Instructor, Project TEACH (Teaching Excellence in American and Colorado History), a 
professional development program for public educators in Northern Colorado, May 2003.  	Presented lecture and led discussion for one-day workshop for K-12 teachers on 
exploration in the early republic.

Classroom Visit, Poudre High School, Fort Collins, October 3, 2002.  Along with a colleague 
	from the CSU history department, met with two classes of high school juniors to lead 
	discussion on Latin American history.

Local Arrangements Committee, American Society for Environmental History conference, 
	Denver, March 2002.

Instructor of Record, “Lewis and Clark: The Journey and Its Legacy, A Summer Teaching 
Institute,” presented by Colorado Endowment for the Humanities and Colorado State 
University, June 2001 and June 2002.  Prepared and graded written work, participated in discussions, and presented one lecture in a one-week professional development program for K-12 teachers.
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