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Department of History Spring 2022 Undergraduate 

Upper-Division Course Descriptions: 

 

 
HIST 302: Roman Empire 
Instructor: Dr. Heineman 
Meeting Times: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 1:00-1:50 
Format: Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail: Empire, Colonialism and Borderlands 
 

This course will examine the history of the Roman Empire from the beginnings of the Augustan 
principate (31 BC), through the Roman peace of the first and second centuries, the turmoil of the 
third century, the restoration of the empire under Christian rulership in the fourth century, and 
the fall of the western empire in the fifth century.  We will explore the major political events of 
the period and their chronological framework and will also examine broader social and cultural 
questions that relate to Rome and the Mediterranean world. 

 
HIST 308: Ancient Christianity 
Instructor: Dr. Heineman 
Meeting Times: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 9:00-9:50 
Format: Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail: Religion, Empire 
 
This course examines the development of Christianity from its origins until the 4th century 
AD.  While surveying major events and figures, from Jesus to Augustine, the course investigates 
the historical, social, political, linguistic, and intellectual circumstances that led to the 
extraordinary success of this particular messianic movement.  The primary goal of the course is 
to understand what took place in this complex period, without consciously importing later 
ideas or imposing later value judgments upon the materials. It is thus concerned more with 
history and the history of ideas than with today's religious perspectives as such, although the 
study can have great relevance for understanding certain attitudes in modern circles interested 
in Christian and Jewish heritages. Grasp of the method of historical investigation is of primary 
importance. 
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Hist 310: Medieval Europe 
Instructor: Dr. Jordan 
Meeting Times: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 10:00-10:50 
Format: Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail: War and Diplomacy, Religion and Women and Gender 
 

This course surveys the history of Western Europe from the year 1000 to the beginning of the 
Early Modern Period (c. 1500).  It examines the foundations and evolution of medieval society 
by tracing the main political, economic, social, religious and intellectual developments of the 
period.  In particular, we will explore the impact of Christianity, the emergence of monarchy 
and the feudal state, and the re-emergence of the city and the revitalization of commerce.  We 
will also explore the cultural and intellectual currents of the period, assess the interaction 
between western Europe and its neighbors, and examine the numerous dichotomies created 
and perpetuated by medieval society, i.e., men/women, peasant/noble, religious/secular, etc.   
In addition to the examination of the medieval period, this course also explores modern 
attitudes towards the medieval period, exploring the various new interpretations presented by 
scholars during the last decade. 

 

Hist 315: Tudor and Stuart England 
Instructor: Dr. Jordan 
Meeting Times: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 1:00-1:50 
Format: Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail: War and Diplomacy, Religion and Women and Gender 

This course is intended to provide an introduction to the development of English society 
between the late fifteenth and the early seventeenth centuries, spanning the rule of the Tudor 
and Stuart dynasties. This course seeks to examine the social and cultural world behind the 
power of the Royals. Particular issues will include the changing social structure and gender 
roles; economic development; urbanization; religious change from the Reformation to the Act of 
Toleration; rebellion, popular protest and civil war; witchcraft; crime and the law; poverty and 
social welfare; military and diplomatic relationships with Scotland and Ireland and the 
evolution of imperial ideology. 
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HIST 317:  Renaissance and Reformation Europe 
Instructor:  Dr. Margolf 
Meeting Times:  Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 9:00 – 9:50am  
Format:  Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail:  Religion; War and Diplomacy; Women and Gender 

What do Martin Luther, Leonardo da Vinci, and Queen Elizabeth I of England have in 
common?  They all show up in HIST 317 -- and you can meet them there!  Learn about the 
Renaissance and the religious reform movements of sixteenth-century Europe, as well as their 
political, social, and cultural contexts and consequences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIST 331:  The Soviet Union 
Instructor:  Dr. Yalen 
Meeting Times:  Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 11:00 – 11:50am  
Format:  Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail: Revolution; Empire, Colonialism, & Borderlands; Race & Ethnicity 
  
The Soviet Union has been described as an evil empire, a utopian dream gone awry, a model of 
modernization, and a colonial enterprise. In this course we will take a multi-faceted approach, 
exploring the political, economic, cultural, institutional, and social forces that once constituted 
Soviet civilization. We will address the relationship of utopian ideology and state-sponsored 
violence; ethnic diversity and the key role of Bolshevik nationality policy in both the 
consolidation and ultimate collapse of the Soviet Union; the role of visual propaganda in a society 
with historically low literacy rates; the evolving status of women and the family in Soviet society; 
the importance of literature as a mode of resistance to political repression; and the degree to 
which the Soviet Union was actually a “socialist” state. Towards the end of the semester, we will 
consider how the roughly seven-decades-long Soviet experiment continues to affect the region 
now known as “Eurasia” and its relationship to the West. 
 

HIST 339: World War II in Europe 
Instructor: Dr. Kreider 
Meeting Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00-12:15 
Format:  Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail:  War & Diplomacy 
 
This course will study WWII in Europe (1939-1945): military strategy, tactics; political and 
diplomatic events; economic and social impacts; ethnic and gender consequences. 
 

 

 



4 
 

HIST 345: The Civil War Era 
Instructor: Professor Korostyshevsky 
Meeting Times: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 9:00-9:50 
Format:  Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail: War & Diplomacy; Race & Ethnicity; Public History 
 
Between 1861 and 1865, the Civil War claimed over 620,000 American lives by some estimates. 
In this course, we strive to understand this cataclysmic conflict by situating the military history 
of the war within broader political, social, and economic contexts. In the process, we will learn 
about specific battles as well as the strategies and tactics that secured Union victory. We will 
also focus on the experience of everyday people such as freed slaves, women, and common 
soldiers in the Union and Confederate armies. Finally, we will examine how the Civil War has 
been remembered via monuments and the enduring controversies they inspire in the present 
day. Along the way, we will learn about the war in the West and Colorado’s limited but 
fascinating role in the Civil War. 
 
HIST 348: United States History from 1917 to 1945 
Instructor: Dr. Thomas 
Meeting Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 3:30–4:45 
Format: Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail: Race & Ethnicity; Women & Gender; War and Diplomacy 
 
It was one of the most transformative periods in American history. This compelling story begins 
with an isolated nation reluctant to enter World War I and concludes with a global superpower 
emerging amidst the atomic spectacle that ended World War II. In the intervening decades of 
unprecedented boom and bust, Americans increasingly contested and redefined identities and 
boundaries based on race, class, gender, and sexuality. This course will investigate this crucial 
period through a wide reading of primary evidence and secondary analysis. It will focus 
heavily on the material world and teach students how the interpretation of material culture 
from this rich period helps inform and complicate the era’s history. 

 

HIST 349: United States since 1945 
Instructor: Dr. Brady 
Meeting Times: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 1:00-1:50 
Format:  Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail:  War & Diplomacy; Race and Ethnicity; Women & Gender 
 
This class examines the history of the United States during the post-World War II era to the 
early twenty-first century. The class will investigate topics such as the Cold War, African 
American Civil Rights, numerous social/protest movements, the Vietnam War, the Watergate 
scandal, and the rise of the New Right. Students will also practice critical thinking and writing 
skills by analyzing primary and secondary sources including historical documents, oral 
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histories, journal articles and monographs, as well as other forms of expression like music, film, 
and television. 
 

HIST 350: United States Foreign Relations since 1914 
Instructor: Dr. Sheflin 
Meeting Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00-12:15 
Format:  Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail:  Empire, Colonialism, & Borderlands; War & Diplomacy; Race & 
Ethnicity; Revolution 
 
This course investigates the history of United States foreign policy since the start of its 
participation in World War I. For some scholars, that moment marked a significant shift in a 
turn toward an American state and foreign policy agenda that sought more economic, political, 
and diplomatic influence abroad. To be sure, American involvement in that conflict facilitated 
its ascendency as an international power, a rise that culminated with its progression to 
superpower status in the aftermath of World War II. The decades following that war witnessed 
significant ebbs and flows in Americans’ willingness and ability to influence global dynamics. 
The “hot” wars of the Cold War years, the erosion of the USSR in the early 1990s, American 
involvement in the Middle East, and the development of the War on Terror have all produced 
shifts in American policy and its execution. The nation currently stands at a crossroads as it 
deals with allies both old and new as well as grave concerns throughout the world. This course 
will help us consider how it got here and what we should understand about that process by 
looking at America’s changing relationship with the world over time. 

 
HIST 352: American West since 1900 
Instructor: Dr. Brady 
Meeting Times: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 11:00-11:50 
Format:  Face-to-Face 
 
The history of the American West consists of so much more than cowboys. (But don’t worry, 
they’re in still in there!) To study the history of the twentieth century American West is to 
understand the larger national and global changes that impact our lives today. We will cover 
numerous topics including the evolution of the National Parks and National Forests, the growth 
of tourism, the development of conservation and environmental movements, the nuclear West, 
as well as the numerous fights for civil rights in the West. The class will also spend time 
exploring portrayals of the West in popular culture. (Clint Eastwood, anyone?) 
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HIST 357: The American Military Experience 
Instructor: Dr. Mansfield 
Meeting Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30-1:45 
Format: Face-to-Face 
 
The role of the Armed Forces in American society, and the development of military traditions, 
institutions, and practices. 

 
 
HIST 363: Colorado History 
Instructor: Dr. Everett 
Meeting Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:00-3:15 
Format:  Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail:  War and Diplomacy, Race and Ethnicity, Environment 
 
At first glance, Colorado is just one of many giant rectangles in the American West.  But those 
invisible boundaries embrace diverse cultures, environments, and ideologies, creating a unique 
community and identity.  This course explores both the characteristics that have shaped 
Colorado's story over many centuries, as well as the ways in which the Centennial State reflects 
stories of its region, nation, and world.  We'll discover how topics ripped from today's 
headlines--climate change, the racial legacy and memory of the Civil War, anti-immigrant 
crusades, bitter partisan battles--have resonated in Colorado for generations.  Tales of 
prosperity, sorrow, hope, and frustration drawn from the prairies, peaks, and plateaus 
illuminate the state's past and give insight into our present and future.  By semester's end, you'll 
have developed an abiding appreciation for the complexity and significance of your own 
backyard. 
 
 
HIST 366: African American History to 1865 
Instructor: Dr. Mansfield 
Meeting Times: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 10:00-10:50 
Format: Face-to-Face 
 
This is a survey course of the role of African Americans in American life from the 17th century to 
the end of the Civil War, with emphasis on the institutions and events of the 1800s.  Given the 
nature of the African American experience, attention will be paid to the historical roots of 
slavery in America and the origins of segregation. 
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HIST 370: United States Through Film 
Instructor: Dr. Brady 
Meeting Times: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 2:00-2:50 
Format:  Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail:  War & Diplomacy; Race & Ethnicity; Women & Gender 
 
In this class, students will explore Hollywood’s changing depictions of historical events across 
time. For example, we examine how (and why) Hollywood depictions of slavery and enslaved 
people have changed from over 100 years ago with Birth of a Nation to 2013 with Twelve Years a 
Slave. Or how can The Great Train Robbery (1903), Shane (1953), Blazing Saddles (1974) and The 
Hateful Eight (2015) all tell the story of the American West? The class will focus primarily on 
discussion of films, journal articles, books, film reviews and various primary sources. So come 
watch some movies with us! 
 
 
 
HIST 371: Civil Rights in America 
Instructor: Dr. Jackson 
Meeting Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30-1:45 
Format: Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail: Race & Ethnicity; Women & Gender 
 
Through discussion, current events, digital storytelling, public history, and young adult 
literature, this course introduces students to the formation, growth, and currency of various 
civil rights movements in American history, with a particular focus on the efforts of African 
American, women, Latinx, Native American/Indigenous, and LGBTQ+ communities. 
Connecting the history with contemporary issues of race, ethnicity, gender, immigration, class, 
sexuality, and intersectionality, we will work to explore: How does our telling of this history 
better shape our understanding of current political and cultural debates? How does history and 
story help to better inform our conversations about equity and civil rights today? 

 

 

HIST 392: Foundations 
Instructor: Dr. Didier 
Meeting Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:00-3:15 
Format:  Face-to-Face 
 
This is a foundational course that will introduce students to historical methodology. This 
includes asking historical questions, proficiency in analysis of primary sources, placing sources 
into historical context, making historical claims, and use of primary sources in supporting those 
claims. 
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History 412: Mexico 
Instructor: Dr. Orsi 
Meeting Times: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 11:00-11:50 
Format: Face-to-Face 
 
This course explores the last five-hundred years of Mexican history, particularly the rise and 
changes of Mexican nationalism.  The course unfolds chronologically, beginning with Spanish 
and Indigenous societies on the eve of contact and continuing to current developments in 
Mexican society.  We will spend about half of the class meetings in lecture and half in 
discussion.   The textbook will provide basic chronological and factual background, and lectures 
will zoom in on particularly instructive episodes, events, and people.   Most of the rest of the 
meetings will give you and your classmates the opportunity to analyze readings, debate their 
meanings, and consider how they build on previous discussions.  Readings draw heavily from 
the first-hand writings of people who lived the history they write about so that you can hear 
them speaking in their own words and on their own terms.  Slides, websites, films, and other 
enrichment materials will supplement the readings. 

 
HIST 414: Revolutions in Latin America 
Instructor: Dr. Yarrington 
Meeting Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30-1:45 
Format:  Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail:  Revolution 
 
Revolutions—sudden, dramatic transformations of social, economic, and political structures, 
accomplished in part by popular mobilization—have played a crucial role in the history of Latin 
America.  We'll begin the class by studying some theories of revolution and then move on to 
three case studies from the Cold War:  Cuba, Chile, and Nicaragua.   By the end of the course, 
students should have an enhanced appreciation of the connection between history and theory 
and of issues surrounding the social and political struggles of the non-Western world. 
 

HIST 422: Modern Africa 
Instructor: Dr. Sunseri 
Meeting Times: Mondays and Wednesdays 3:00-4:15 
Format: Face-to-Face     
 
This course examines key issues in modern Africa since independence in the late 20th century.  
These include the emergence of global pandemics; struggles over land and race in southern 
Africa; competition over natural resources, including water, diamonds, petroleum, and land; 
the origins and consequences of genocide and war in Rwanda and Congo; and the background 
to Islamic militancy in West and North Africa.  I will devote some time to thematic such as 
gender tensions in post-colonial Africa; conservation and the environment; and recent 
competition between China and the United States in Africa.  The goal of this course is to 
provide a historical context to modern Africa and its global role. 
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HIST 435: Jihad in Islamic History 
Instructor: Dr. Lindsay 
Meeting Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30-1:45 
Format: Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail: Religion; Empire, Colonialism, & Borderlands; War & Diplomacy 
 
Competing conceptions of the ideology of “jihad in the path of God” in classical and modern 
Islamic thought and practice. Warfare and military conquest? An interior spiritual struggle to be 
a better person? Both? Something else? This course examines how Muslims have answered 
these pressing existential questions in the context of the early Islamic imperial conquests, the 
Crusader period, the early modern Islamic empires, 19th- and 20th-century jihadist movements, 
and the post-9/11 world. 
 

HIST 451: Medieval China and Central Asia 
Instructor: Dr. Didier 
Meeting Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00-12:15 
Format:  Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail: Race & Ethnicity; Women & Gender; Empire, Colonialism, & Borderlands 
 
This course focuses on medieval -- or “middle period”—China and Central Asia, covering 
approximately the years 600 to 1300 AD. In native Chinese dynasties this includes the Tang and 
Song. Except as they offer us skeletal structures providing framework and demonstrating 
certain human social, cultural, and political trends, in this course we are concerned less with 
dynasties per se than we are with human context or culture, and, more specifically, changes in 
human culture and patterns of organization largely due to intense interactions between 
civilizations. This interest in turn involves us in studies of material culture; artistic, literary, and 
intellectual developments; military organization and campaigns; political organization and 
polities; technological developments; as well as economic and financial concerns. 
 
HIST 452: China in the Modern World, 1600-Present 
Instructor: Dr. Xiang 
Meeting Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:30-10:45 
Format:  Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail: Colonialism, War & Diplomacy, Revolution, Religion, Race & 
Ethnicity 

This course examines the social and cultural history of modern China from the late imperial to 
modern times. Major topics include the state and society of the late imperial society, the 
formation of a modern national state, relationships between society and government, economic 
development and environmental crises, changes in kinship and family life, gender roles, and 
changing relationships between elite and popular culture.  
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HIST 463 Science and Technology in Modern History 
Instructor: Dr. Alberts 
Meeting Times: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 2:00-2:50 
Format: Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trails: Environment, Revolution, Empire, Colonialism & Borderlands 
 
The focus of this course is on illuminating the social context of key developments in the 
sciences, the relationship of science to technological change, and the inner working of science 
and technology. After reviewing important theoretical approaches and significant concepts we 
will turn attention to key scientific and technological developments from the past two centuries 
for a more in-depth study. We will review important case studies putting spotlight on the 
nature of scientific patronage and practice. The course will thus enrich your historical 
understanding of modern science and technology. 
 
 
HIST 464: Pacific Wars: Philippines-WWII 
Instructor: Dr. Mansfield 
Meeting Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:30-10:45 
Format: Face-to-Face 
 
Starting with Matthew Perry’s forced opening of Japan in 1853, through the Philippines 
Insurgency of 1899, and ending with the defeat of Japan, this class will examine the diplomatic, 
ideological, political, cultural, and military aspects of the war in the Pacific.  In addition to 
discussing the specific battles and campaigns, we will also look at the back stories, examining 
the politics behind these conflicts, and personal experiences of those who fought. 

 
 
HIST 475: Digital History 
Instructor: Dr. Carr Childers 
Meeting Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:00-3:15 
Format:  Face-to-Face 
 
This course introduces students to digital history theory and practice as part of the historical 
discipline and the larger digital humanities landscape. By the end of this course students will 
have acquired a solid understanding of the framework of thought behind digital history and 
cornerstone digital methods, such as chronological, text, spatial, and network analysis and will 
be able to use digital tools, such as timelines, text mining platforms, story maps, and network 
maps to do history. This course is part of the Public/Digital History bundle and a history 
program elective. 
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HIST/ANTH 478: Heritage Resource Management 
Instructor: Dr. Payne 
Meeting Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:30-10:45 
Format:  Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail: Environment, Public History 

Why do we care about the past and how do we protect it? In this course, we’ll investigate these 
questions by combining lectures, readings, and classroom discussions with practicing the very 
management theories and methods we learn about. Heritage/cultural resource management is 
an interdisciplinary practice that uses the methodologies of history, architecture, archaeology, 
ethnography, landscape architecture, and others to identify, preserve, interpret, and/or mitigate 
damage to heritage resources.  We will learn about heritage resource management legislation in 
the U.S. and internationally. We will discuss the “how-tos” of managing resources, including 
public involvement and stakeholders, site protection, and interpretation.  We will investigate 
the current conflicts and ethical dilemmas in the field. As a class, we will identify, document, 
and work on management plans for a local heritage resource. Through the above classroom and 
project activities, we will sharpen critical thinking and writing skills. 

 
HIST 492-001 CRN 13767: Capstone Seminar: Global Commodity Chains in World 
History 
Instructor: Dr. Sunseri 
Meeting Times: Mondays 12:00-2:50 
Format:  Face-to-Face 
 
This seminar examines the history of some familiar global commodities like cotton, beef, coffee, 
and sugar, and some unfamiliar commodities like diamonds, ivory, and cochineal, tracing labor 
and production processes whose end result is a finished product or waste.  Each of these 
commodities has a distinct history that spans time periods, crosses oceans, and engages with 
politics, social history, and the environment.  Commodity chains include all the processes that 
go into transforming a raw material into an item of consumption, including middleman 
activities like trade and transport.  Most commodities are embedded in national and 
international political economies, and sometimes intersect with wars or crises.  Well-known 
commodities such as sugar, coffee, or cotton cannot be discussed without examining their labor 
processes, sometimes including slave labor and forced labor, and the political and social 
systems that frame conditions of production.  In addition to reading and discussing weekly 
focused histories of global commodities, each student in this seminar will take a turn leading 
class discussion, and write an original research paper using primary and secondary sources that 
tells the history of a global commodity of your choosing in consultation with the instructor. 
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HIST 492-002 CRN 12875: Capstone Seminar: “The Great Patriotic War”: The Soviet 
Experience of WWII 
Instructor: Dr. Yalen 
Meeting Times: Wednesdays 2:00-4:50 
Format:  Face-to-Face 
 
The Soviet defeat of Nazism catapulted the USSR to global superpower status and superseded 
the October Revolution of 1917 as an enduring source of collective identity for the Soviet 
people. Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, however, contested memories of the war 
have fueled regional conflicts, and Russian leader Vladimir Putin has exploited pride in the 
Soviet victory to promote Russian nationalism. This seminar explores the political, social, 
cultural, and economic dimensions of the Great Patriotic War, drawing on cutting-edge 
scholarship and a wealth of translated primary sources. We will spend the first half of the 
semester reading and discussing historiography of the war, and students will then pursue 
individual research projects developed in consultation with the instructor. Possible topics are 
infinite, but include the impact of Stalin’s bloody purges in the late 1930s on his top military 
personnel and the USSR’s war-readiness; the 1939 Hitler-Stalin Non-Aggression Pact; Nazi 
genocide and the “Holocaust by Bullets” on Soviet territory; the Siege of Leningrad; the 
evacuation of major industries and entire populations to Soviet Central Asia; the experiences of 
ordinary Red Army soldiers, both men and women, at the front; the fate of Soviet POWs and 
their families; the role of partisan resistance units in defeating Nazism; wartime culture, 
propaganda, and journalistic reportage; Stalin’s persecution and deportation of ethnic 
minorities accused of collaboration with the Nazis; the Soviet role in the Nuremberg Trials; and 
the long-term impact of catastrophic demographic losses (roughly twenty-seven million 
citizens) on Soviet society. At the end of the semester, students will present highlights of their 
research with one another. 

 
HIST 492-003 CRN 13768: Capstone Seminar: Travel & Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
from Late Antiquity to Mark Twain 
Instructor: Dr. Lindsay 
Meeting Times: Tuesdays 9:00-11:50 
Format: Face-to-Face 
Blaze Your Trail: Religion; Empire, Colonialism, & Borderlands; War & Diplomacy 
 
This capstone seminar examines Jewish, Christian, and Muslim travel and pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land from late antiquity to the nineteenth century. Students will write weekly analytical 
essays on the monographs and primary sources we will read for the seminar as well as a 15-20-
page research paper based on a relevant travel or pilgrimage narrative. During the final weeks 
of the seminar students will present their research findings to the seminar for peer critique and 
comment. 
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HIST 492-004 CRN 13769: Capstone Seminar: Citizenship in U.S. History 
Instructor: Dr. Sheflin 
Meeting Times: Thursdays 2:00-4:50 
Format:  Face-to-Face 
 
What does it mean to be an “American”?  The very question is one that we often seem to 
consider only in a superficial way, presuming that we can rightly identify in ourselves and 
others those characteristics and qualities that befit that label.  Yet, defining those elements, 
coming up with a coherent explanation of what citizenship in America means – its attendant 
opportunities, challenges, responsibilities, and the changing meanings of those terms – is 
incredibly difficult.  This seminar will help us better understand these issues by delving into the 
complex history of citizenship – debates about who could achieve it, what it meant in terms of 
individual rights, its impact on identity, and the role of the state in conferring citizenship and 
protecting its citizens.  It will begin with the American War for Independence and move 
chronologically forward, concluding with discussions of citizenship in the contemporary United 
States.  It will weave together several different subfields (political, economic, environmental, 
labor, and social histories) and topics (immigration, emancipation, imperialism, and civil rights) 
so that we can utilize varied methodologies and lenses to understand the historical dimensions 
of citizenship in the US. 


